
Why is a 
building project needed?

In 2004 the School Board looked
at the number of classrooms and
square footage of Malone Ele-
mentary and determined the max-
imum recommended capacity was
between 450 and 500 students.
Malone Elementary has grown by
85 students over the past five
years to a total of 541 students. A
committee of seventeen members
including, community members,
parents, school employees, a stu-
dent and school board members
used various data to predict aver-
age class sizes at Malone. The
committee predicted there will be
100 students per grade totaling
600 students within the next five to
ten years.

The Intermediate School (above) is
being designed with all areas
needed for a complete Intermedi-
ate School. It will have six class-
rooms for each grade and
sufficient space and services to last
well into the future. Malone would
serve us well as a K–3 building. 

The Intermediate
(4–5) School stu-
dents would be
separated from
the high school
students. There
would be no

reason for Intermediate students to
enter the high school. Visitors en-
tering the Intermediate School
must pass through the office to get
through the front door.
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increase of .89 mills or $89 per
$100,000 in equalized property
values each year over 20 years.
The average .89 mill increase
would cost an additional $178 a
year on a $200,000 home or
$14.84 a month.

Interest rates remain low at this
time. Construction bids are ex-
pected to be very competitive with
the shortage of projects in the
area. There is the possibility of
qualifying for some interest free
bonds through the federal govern-
ment with the stimulus package for
approved shovel ready projects. 

What are the enrollment
projections for the next

5-7 years? 

An enrollment study done in May
of 2008 utilized four different sce-
narios to determine enrollment
growth.  All the scenarios showed
continued enrollment growth, es-
pecially at the elementary level.
The committee agreed to use the
figure of 100 students per grade,
which would soon put Malone
over 600 students.  Malone has
grown by 85 students in the past
five years.

Will the 4th and 5th 
graders be using parts of

the high school for 
academics or core areas? 

Grades 4 & 5 will not need to
enter the high school for any
classes as the Intermediate School
will meet all their needs.

Is this a long term
situation?

There is still the possibility of
adding a third level to the 
addition on the Middle School of
four classrooms should additional
space be needed for grades 6, 7
and 8.

There is also the potential to add 
classrooms under the lower level 
overhang of the High School fac-
ing the football field. The second
gymnasium will help also to alle-
viate the problems with lack of
gym space we are currently expe-
riencing.

The Intermediate school classroom
wing will be built with the potential
to add another level in the future.

What will happen if 
it doesn’t pass?

Our need for additional space will
not go away, and could lead to
larger costs in the future. The
S.A.G.E. program in grades K–3
will be in serious jeopardy without
needed space. We would continue
to have serious space issues at
Malone with or without S.A.G.E.
We may cease to be a school of
choice and could be a less desir-
able location for families. Current
problems with lack of gym space
for school and community activi-
ties will only increase.

What is the project cost?

The Intermediate School will cost
$8.9 million. A conservative 
estimate is an average mill rate



Why not add a third level
to the Middle School?

The planning committee was
asked to provide a solution with a
10-year + life cycle.  An addition
to the Middle School is only a
short-term response since this
space will likely be needed for in-
creasing enrollments in grades 6,
7 and 8 in the near future. Moving
firth grade to the middle school
would only free up three class-
rooms at Malone.

Why build an 
Intermediate School for
grades 4 and 5 and not

grades 7 & 8 on the 
High School Site?

The current Middle School re-
opened in 2006 with intensive re-
modeling and a small addition.
The Middle School, which serves
grades 6, 7 and 8, has areas built
specifically for a Middle School
and not needed for an Intermedi-
ate School. Improvements to the
Middle School did not add to our
enrollment capacity at that site.
Areas that were designed/built
specifically for Middle school stu-
dents include:

• Three Computer Labs
• Three Science Labs
• Band Room
• Industrial Education (shop)
• Family and Consumer 

Education
• Locker rooms with showers

It would be very costly to rebuild
these areas on a new site while not
utilizing them at the Intermediate
School.

The information has been compiled by the Intermediate School Information Committee and contains
facts pertinent to the bond referendum.

Why not just add on to the
Malone Elementary

School?

Malone School currently takes up
54,500 square feet. All of it’s core
facilities (gym, library, kitchen,
restrooms, music and art rooms)
are too small to accommodate
more students. A building de-
signed for 4–5th graders would
need 48,000 square feet. This
would take up a large portion of
the existing playground and ball
fields. The current school is also
lacking appropriate parking space
for staff and visitors.

Are there any other 
communities that have
other grade levels on 

high school sites?

This is very common for schools to
have various grades on the same
site. The key is to keep the students
separated. The following is a list of
a few area school districts that
have grades beyond 9–12 on their
high school sites:

• Boyceville – 7-12
• Glenwood City – K-12
• Colfax – K-12
• St. Croix Falls –  5-12
• Cumberland – 5-12
• Unity – K-12
• Durand – 7-12
• Hudson – K-8 (Prairie

Elementary & Middle School)

Why don’t we build a 
new high school?  

A number of years ago the plan
was to build a new high school
and move the middle school to the
current high school. The citizens
rejected this plan as being cost
prohibitive. The recent renovations
and additions to the middle school
means the middle school students
will stay at the current location.
The cost of a new high school is
also prohibitive, and that much
space is not needed at this time.

What is the financial 
impact of dropping

S.A.G.E.? 

We would lose $160,000 in state
funding that help support smaller
class sizes.  Loss of the smaller
class sizes in those younger grades
has been statistically shown to neg-
atively impact student learning.
After 3rd grade the class size has
less of an impact which is why
S.A.G.E. is only offered in K-3rd
grade.
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